THE ART OF TOM JONES

aiding a family threatened with starvation. On the sale
of the Bible there was not perfect harmony in the views of
the theologian and the deist. Thwackum looked upon the
transaction as sacrilege, and so whipped Tom forthwith;
while Square thought that, if a book were to be sold, it might
as well be the Bible as any other, and pointed his argument
with "the story of a very devout woman, who out of pure
regard to religion, stole Tillotson's Sermons from a lady
of her acquaintance.'' Wine was a solace to both of them;
both were heavy drinkers; but they frowned upon the
animal spirits awakened in Jones by a few bumpers; had he
drunk enough to induce the stupor that overtook them, all
would have been well. Finally, on the affair with Molly
Seagrim, they made no allowance for Tom's youth, for the
fact that he never did her or any other woman the slightest
harm; the intrigue was in the abstract an open defiance of
the Scriptures and "the eternal fitness of things"; it was
not a mere blemish upon the boy's character to be removed
by advice; it showed a thoroughly corrupt nature which no
castigation could cure. All the time the man habitually
loose in his relations with women was Square himself.

Philosopher and theologian were not present to pass
upon the later phases of Tom's conduct; the journey to
London left them behind. In their place, Fielding's fellow
novelists and critics have pronounced judgment. The night
at Upton, which most troubled Jones, has usually been con-
doned ; the crux of the character has always been the affair
with Lady Bellaston. Eichardson put the case bluntly
against Fielding when he said that Tom was "a kept
fellow, the lowest of all fellows/' at the time he pretended
to be in love with Sophia. In agreement with Richardson,
Scott thought that Tom was "unnecessarily degraded" by
the incident, and surmised, in accounting for it, that
"Fielding's ideas of what was gentleman-like and honour-
able had sustained some depreciation, in consequence of
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